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Il &dm not much for New Yeards resolutions. P e
them for very long. But the new year is an opportunity for thinking about the priori-

ties in our lives. Since our baptism offers us a new fresh start with God every day,

consider the following list of things that should not be taken for granted:

1. Worshipregularly. Every Sunday is the Lordds Day.
complete without your presence. Everyone needs regular hourishment from
Godds Word and Sacraments.

2. Get together for bible study. The adult classes meet on Sundays at 9:15. The
Wednesday night group is now underway on the second and fourth Wednes-
days at 6:30. A world of spiritual riches is yours for the joining in.

3. Revitalize your devotional life. Your kids need to learn the scriptures and
know that prayer is important in your home. Pray at mealtimes. Read the bi-
ble together. You will end up having some very interesting and vital conversa-
tions. You have promised to do this for your children.

4. Think about your giving. The biblical challenge is at least ten percent of your
income. When was your last increase in giving to Palm congregation? Every
ti me you give from what you have been gi
gance and are reminded about the things you have that will really last. Many
of you obviously understand this very well already.

5. Get involved. God has given gifts to each of us that can be used in our congre-

gationds ministry. Every aspect of our m
in some way.
My wish is that al/l of you may continue to

your lives healthy and strong. Holy living is something we are all obliged to seek as
we journey in faith. Happy New Year!

“rastn Mool

(Thanks for your many Christmas cards and gifts. We appreciate your thoughtfulness
and care.)
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Social \ Ministry : ltems for :

&\@1% :  HalcyonBingo  :
A : A Pull-back & go

by Dolly Donnald : cars/trucks

Noon Meal 8 Thanks to the following people who helped with the Noon : L/XL T -shirts or
Meal on November 22 at Holy Trinity serving 160 meals of roast beef, sweatshirts

Py

>

mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, fruit salad, desserts & drinks: A Socks
Blanche Bixler, Ann Dusman, Maryann Hass, Dick & Betty Kern, Sue )
Kotzatoski, Sue Nale, Mae Rader, Dave Thomas, & Fred Tilberg. A Gloves
Halcyon Bingo & Palm will host a Halcyon Bingo Party at 6:30 p.m. on A Hats
Monday, January 30, in the church narthex. We are asking for dona- : A Flashlights
tions of prize items i a list of possible items is included to the right for A Lotion
your shopping convenience. We will serve bologna, cheese, pretzels & : otions
chips, fruit punch & cookies. - A Aftershave
Fruit Baskets for the Shut -ins 6 We filled fruit baskets for 22 shut -ins. A Deodorant
: A Toothpaste
: A Toothbrushes
» ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES: Make 2012 the year : A Soaps
J you resolve to take time to spend a weekend learning :
how to make your marriage a more intimate, loving, : A Tablets
Christian union. Lutheran Marriage Encounter Week- : A Pens
ends run from Friday night at 8 PM to Sunday at 5 PM D
and are designed to enrich ALL MARRIAGES. There is a : A packs i‘(’.f crackers
$45 per couple registration fee; plus toward the end of the Weekend, or cookies
you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution A Candy
of whatever amount you choose toward the continuation of the pro- < :
A Stuffed animals

gram. Two nights lodging, 5 meals, and all supplies are included.
The 2012 Pennsylvania Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are: |« .. . et
March 16-18 at Toftrees Resort and Conference Center, State College =%
PA; Apr. 20-22 at Park Inn by Radisson-Sharon, West Middlesex, PA,
September 14-16 at Olmsted Mansion and Retreat Center, Ludlow,
PA; and October 19-21 at The Mountain Laurel Resort, White Haven,
PA. Registrations are limited, so choose your Weekend, and sign up
today to ensure your first choice. If a conflict arises, you may transfer Friendship Circle
your registration to any other Weekend that has openings. To sign by Mae Rader
up, simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and reg-
ister using your credit card. For questions or a brochure with a regis-
tration form, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage
Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724 -325-3166 or email:
fischamber@comcast.net .

No meeting in January but
mark your calendar for Feb-
ruary 9th. We will have our
annual Valentine social at
Hometown Restaurant.
Time will be 12:00 noon.
Hope friends

Palm Parable &  guests
is published monthly by are able to
Palm Lutheran Church attend.

The deadline for article submission is the
15th of the previous month. Editor reserves
the right to edit for content and space.
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Caring Cupboard Report
December

An article | just read talked about why some charitable organizations are doing okay while
others are not. The key seems to be that people who donate want to be assured of where
their money and physical donations are going. | try to keep you informed but to make
sure, consider the following statistics:

1. As far as money is concerned, in November we received $16,321 and spent
$5,011.84. Our revenue came from 59 different donors. The largest donation came
from the Walk for the Caring Cupboard ($6,201). Our expenditures went mostly for
perishables (chicken, turkey burger, hot dogs, fresh vegetables, fresh fruits, milk,
eggs, and bread). We did receive a grant of $1000 to buy turkeys, chicken roast-
ers and stuffed chicken breasts.

2. Our product donations were almost overwhelming. Businesses donated 7,960.25
Ibs., churches 9,809.25 (harvest home Sundays and Thanksgiving Meal donations account for much
of this), organizations 21,376.77 Ibs. (the BSA drive was 12,600 and a Wal Mart grant through the
Central Penn Food Bank of potatoes and apples was just under 5,000 Ibs.), and finally individuals
2,837.61bs. (much of this was in turkeys, roasters, hams, and Thanksgiving fixings). | will save you
the time of adding this all up i it came to 41,983.87 Ibs. or 20.99 tons.

3. Both the money and the product will help sustain us through next year. But, you say how does this
compare to last year or years past? To be honest we are running behind last year monetarily by
about $6,000 but we are way ahead as far as product donations. This means that | have to buy less
non-perishable products. Also, the product donations are heavy toward dry products such as cereal
which tend to be more expensive for us to buy.

4. We get our best idea of how many families we are serving when we do the Holiday Meals. This
year we provided 171 families with Thanksgiving fixings. We now figure we help 200 different
families per month with a weekly total averaging 134.5 families visiting us. The total number of
people served in November was 1,517 including 949 adults and 568 children.

5. We are very fortunate to have over 80 volunteers divided into four categories. We operate two
shifts of volunteers checking and helping the families with their shopping. We have threein -
taking, weighing, sorting, storing and stacking teams. We use three preparation teams. And we
have a handful of helpers working with Judy. We have community service volunteers from high
school, middle school, colleges, and elsewhere who help periodically. | just had a conversation
with a lady at the Pennsylvania Hunger Action group who was amazed that we had just one part -
time paid employee.

So, what will happen in December? We will receive product in large quantities from the Middle School
food drive and the various Elementary School food drives. We will provide our families with Christmas
Meals adding some hams to the poultry offerings. Our last day of operation for the year will be the 21 . We
need time to defrost freezers, clean refrigerators, sort more product, etc., so we will reopen on January 2 ™.
The communities of Western Lebanon County and elsewhere are keeping our operation in full swing. Keep
up the good work.

Terry

Wintry Weather Information

In the event of wintry weather on Sunday New Vw's /DOM
mornings, cancellation in- WORSHIP SERVICE
formation can be found on Januar y 1

radio station WLBR, AM
1270, and TV Il 2765 Hol vy Communi on

Snow Watch. N o Sunday Sch
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basic needs.
clude heat, light, and running water, they are still an unmistakable inconvenience. This is simply another
one of the things we endure to achieve a better facility in which to grow in knowledge of God and spread
His holy gospel to our community.
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Faith
Commitment
Update:

nart hex,

Now is a time for patience and endurance. The inclement weather that winter brings may cause periodic
stalls in the building project that may require us to exercise extreme patience. As our current facility is
than the nave

Even

Physical endurance is certainly difficult. However, endurance of the spirit may be even more difficult. We
continue to keep our eye on the goals as we watch both the building project and the Capital Campaign
move forward. Just as the builders endure harsh weather conditions to keep the building project moving
forward, so do we endure difficult economic conditions that make greater demands on our cash flow, to
keep the Capital Campaign growing toward its goal.

t oo,

endur ance

Help Ensure That Your Contributions Are Going Where You Want Them To Go!

Fat her

our Lord

Since the Capital Campaign fund began receiving your
contributions in late May, envelopes specifically made for
the Bui l di ng 7 nto
have been available for your use. It is important that your
contributions for the Capital Campaign are put into these

special envelopes. If your contribution is earmarked for
the Capital Campaign, please use these special envelopes
(pictured on the left). They are available in the Narthex.
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$1,500,000

$1,000,000

$500,000

Building into Christ's Future

$3,300,000

$1,000,004

$507,392

$674,840

490,836

Campaign Status Through November 30, 2011

$76,612
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Directive Directions
by Teresa Keller, Parish Nurse

January and another year patientds wishes regard
Parlsh // has begun! | love seeing yet tion of medical treatment are described if
J another year get started! Of the patient becomes unable to communi-
course, at MY age, those cate at the end of life.
/ Nurse %’:gsl ?(?1053/ i?u'ﬁg% %CS gree- NOTE: Both of these directives indicate that they
againéb.u t’ t hat 6s ale oplvlln effect IF you shquld_ pecome Incapaci-
9 t2t€d "and Uhable to Make decisions for yourself !
Things have been exciting & Palm had a wonder- Here are some common myths regarding ad-
ful holiday celebration, in spite of the changes vance directives:

going on in the church building. And, as sad as it

was for all of us to see the building come down, LAn advance LT ect ' ve me

i tds now truly exciting tOFaIseeéadvancsNe ectlves 5
Obuil ding upo stage! Her e vtveheg aytow 3” 0 be tr
bright, new building, full of hope and promise for 2. Once a person appomts another person to
new and renewed ministries! act on their behalf they lose control of their

own care. False 0 as long as the person
retains the capacity to make decisions, he/
she controls his/her own medical destiny.

The Health Ministry is quieter during the winter
months but the Blue Christmas service was held
once again in cooperation with the Stephen Min-

isters and we hope we can make this an annual 3. Doctors and other health care providers are
event, this being our second year already! It not legally obligated to follow advance di-
really IS a service of comfort for those experienc- rectives. False & health care providers are
ing loss 0 | know because, after having lost my legally bound to follow advance directives.
dad in November, | felt that comfort myself. 4. Advance directives are legal tools for old
Nowémoving onél thought I speaple. IFalse dathe $takessnmy actually be
Advance Directives a bit. | work with a lot of our higher for younger people if tragedy strikes
elders and they seem to have a misconception as (think Karen Ann Quinlan,) so having an
to what an Advance Directive truly is and what it advance directive at younger ages is just
does for a person so, | et 6 s @8sémportant. | can clear this
a bit for them AND for you! 5. The doctor can be appointed as health care
A written advance directive tells healthcare pro- power of attorney. False & no member of
viders your wishes as to how to proceed in your the health care team can be named by the
care should you become incapacitated and not be patient in a power of attorney health care
able to make decisions for yourself. There are two document.

types of advance directives: The bottom line? If you want to know that you

e Health care power of attorney (also known will have the best care
as durable power of attorney for health possible, and YOUR
care, health care agent, health care surro- wishes will be up- \
gate, etc.) 8 a document in which the pa- held regarding the 1
tient appoints someone to make decision type of care you &
about his/her medical care if he/she cannot receive should you
make those decisions. NOT to be confused be unable to tell . -
with General Durable Power of Attorney someone  your-
which gives the appointed person ability to self, then you —
handle your financial affairs. These two NEED to have
documents are typically two separate legal an advance §
documents. directive. )

e Living will & a written document in which a
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Thank you to everyone for their
generous support in providing
Thanksgiving meals to our cli-
ents. Because of your generos-
ity we had enough to give over
150 families the fixings for a
complete meal with some items left
over. We will be using these items to-
wards our Christmas dinners. Thanks
again to everyone for their continued
support of our programs.

Judy Jurell
Caring Cupboard

+++++

To the congregation of Palm,

Thank you so much for all your kindnesses
foll owing my fatheros
comfort, cards, prayers and hugs have truly
helped get my family and myself through this
very difficult time.

Thank you for being
time when we needed support.

Teresa, George and Tyler

+++++

Dear Members of Palm Lutheran Church,
On behalf of the Palmyra Area Cooper-
ating Churches (PACC), | would like to
thank you for your generous gift of
$1200. Your commitment to helping the
ministries of the Palmyra Area Cooperat-
ing Churches is sincerely appreciated.
Each year PACC continues to advance
its mission of setting the example of
Christian love that makes Palmyra a
great place to live. Through our minis-
tries of the Caring Cupboard, the Phoe-
nix Youth Center, and the Counseling
Center we have seen many lives
changed for the better.
Thanks again for your generous sup-
port of our efforts.
Blessings,
Rev. Dave Harris
PACC President
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Dear Members of Palm,
We want to take this opportunity to
thank everybody who prayed for Jodi.
We also want to thank the women who
made the food and Pastor Merkel who
came to see Jodi while she was in the hos-
pital.
The Phillips Family

+++++

Dear Friends of Palm,
Many thanks for the basket of fruit and

0goodies. 6 | will enjoy

Again, many thanks!

Most sincerely,
/rene Heaps

h. Your waqyrds of

Dear Friends,
We wanted to make sure you know just

O Roly th&nkful Wedaf8 fof aXl Rat youl shae

with the Lebanon Rescue Mission.

Thanks to your generosity, the homeless
can come in from the cold. For our near -
homeless and less-fortunate neighbors, their
waorries can be replaced with assurance that
we are here to extend the love of Christ, and
helping to meet their basic needs. Your gift
enables us to provide safe shelter, nutritious
food, warm clothing, access to vital re-
sources and boundless Christian compassion
for men, women and children.

Thank you again for you gift!

God bless you,

Susan A. Spahr

Director of Development
Lebanon Rescue Mission

+++++

Palm Congregation,

Thank you for thinking of me during the
Christmas season. | am grateful for each ges-
ture of friendship and appreciation. | send to
all of you wishes for a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Pam Knouff



